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Introduction

The Declaration is a founding document of the United States.
But, did you know that there are many versions of the
Declaration? What are the differences between the versions?
Which one do you feel is the most official?

Each version of the Declaration has differences and a history of
its own. This activity takes you through the early history of
printing and sharing the Declaration. It provides information to
help you find the differences between four of these versions.

Content warning (racist language): We acknowledge that, as an author, politician, and
Revolutionary, Thomas Jefferson was trying to build a very strong case for American
Independence. At the same time, we acknowledge that his language and actions are
heavy with contradictions and have caused harm to many. The document, in its many
editions, asserts in the first line that "all men are created equal,” but it is subject to the
legacy of its authors and to the nation that was established on stolen land and through
the enslavement, displacement, and disfranchisement of hundreds of thousands of
human beings.
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Inquiry Design Model (IDM)

is the most official?

Compelling question: Which printed version of the Declaration of Independence do you feel

opinion.

United States history.

PA State Aligned System standards:

5.1.6.F: Describe how citizens and leaders use political symbols.
5.1.7.F: Describe how the media uses political symbols to influence public opinion.
5.1.8.F: Analyze how political symbols are used by the media and leaders to influence public

8.3.6-9, 12.B: Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts and places critical to

Staging the Question:

document is official.

Supporting question #1:

What are the visual
differences between these
four versions of the
Declaration?

Formative performance task:

e Examine the four versions
provided. Take notes on
the differences you see.

e Compare and contrast the
differences between
versions.

Featured sources:

Images of the four versions
provided.

Supporting question #2:

What do the printers do to
show that the document is
official?

Formative performance task:

e Review the Timeline
provided.

e Discuss the timing of each
printing and how the
public might have

encountered each version.

Featured sources:

Timeline provided.

Discuss what it means that a document is “official” and what we might look for to prove a

Supporting question #3:

What makes each version
official?

Formative performance task:

e Review the historical
background provided.

e Discuss the history of
each version, the
motivations of the
printers, and what makes
them “official.”

Featured sources:

Historical background
provided.

Summative
performance
task

Select one of the four versions of the Declaration provided. Construct
an argument for why that version is an official Declaration.

Extension: Further explore the meaning of “official” in our modern world
by comparing and contrasting a local government document with a social
media post by a local government officer. How do they differ? What do
the authors do to make them “official”? What gives these two documents
their “official” nature?

Adapted from C3 Teachers College Career & Civic Life:

Grant, Lee, and Swan 2014
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1.What are the visual differences between these four versions

of the Declaration?
= Examine the four versions of the Declaration provided.
Take notes on the differences you observe.
= Compare and contrast the differences you observed

between these versions of the Declaration.

2. What do the printers do to show that the document is
official?
= Review the Timeline provided.
= Discuss the timing of each printing and how the public

might have encountered each version.

3. What makes each version official?
= Review the historical background provided.
= Discuss the history of each version, the motivations of

the printers, and what makes them “official.”
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PRIMARY SOURCES

e July 4-5, 1776 printing by John Dunlap

e July 6, 1776 newspaper printing in the Pennsylvania
Evening Post

e January 1777 broadside by Mary Katherine Goddard,
signed by John Hancock and Charles Thompson

» 1823 engraving by William J. Stone, commissioned by
John Quincy Adams.



July 4-5,1776 printing by John Dunlap
Single sheet of paper, 44.45 x 29.85cm, 17.5in x 11.75 in




July 6, 1776 newspaper printing in the Pennsylvania Evening Post
Single sheet of paper, 24 x 19 cm, 9.44 x 7.44 in




July 6, 1776 newspaper printing in the Pennsylvania Evening Post
Single sheet of paper, 24 x 19 cm, 9.44 x 7.44 in




Goddard Broadside, January 1777
Single sheet of paper, 54 x 44 cm or 21.3 x 17.3 in

https:/www.loc.gov/item/90898037/



https://www.loc.gov/item/90898037/

1823 engraving by William J. Stone
Single sheet of paper, 80 x 65.4 cm, 31.5 x 25.75 in




November 1, 1765: Stamp Act goes into effect in the colonies

March 5, 1770: Boston Massacre
December 16, 1773: Boston Tea Party

April 19, 1775: Battle of Lexington and Concord marks the beginning of
The Revolutionary War in Massachusetts

May 10, 1775: Second Continental Congress convenes

July 5, 1775: Congress adopts the Olive Branch Petition to voice the
colonists' frustrations with British rule

August 1775: King George Ill proclaims the colonies in rebellion

June 11, 1776: Congress appoints the Committee of Five to draft the
Declaration of Independence

July 2,1776: Congress votes unanimously to declare independence from
Great Britain
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TIMELINE

e July 4,1776: Congress approves
the Declaration of Independence 3
explaining the reasons behind this Bk
significant decision 4

e July 4-5,1776: John Dunlap works
through the night to print 200
broadsides of the Declaration to
distribute.

e July 6,1776: The Declaration is printed in a newspaper for the first time.
The newspaper is Benjamin Towne’s Pennsylvania Evening Post.

e July 8, 1776: John Nixon reads the Declaration aloud to a crowd outside
the State House (now Independence Hall).

e August 2, 1776: Delegates begin to sign the parchment copy of the
Declaration. It takes several months to gather all the delegates’
signatures. The last is added in January 1777.

e January 18, 1777: Congress asks Baltimore printer Mary Katharine
Goddard to print the first copies of the Declaration with the names of
the signers.

e October 17,1777: The
Continental Army force the
British forces at Ticonderoga,
New York, to surrender. This
turns the tide of the war.

e February 6, 1778: Alliance with
France
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TIMELINE

e October 19, 1781: British General Cornwallis surrenders at Yorktown,
Virginia
e September 3, 1783: Treaty of Paris is ratified. This officially ends the

Revolutionary War.

e May 25 - September 17, 1787: Constitutional Convention meets to create
the U.S. Constitution

e June 18, 1812: U.S. declares war on Great Britain. They are fighting over
territory in North America as the U.S. tried to expand its borders north
and west.

e August 24, 1814: The British Navy burns Washington, D.C. including the
White House and the U.S. Capitol. The fires destroyed the Library of
Congress, but the Declaration and other vital documents had already
been moved out of the city.

e March 6, 1820: Congress
increases tensions over
slavery by passing the
Missouri Compromise. This
allowed slavery in Missouri
and banned slavery in Maine.
Both anti-slavery and pro-
slavery politicians use the
language of the Declaration
to make their cases.

e July 4,1826: 50th
anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence
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HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

B John Dunlap

e Bornin lreland in 1746, John Dunlap came to Philadelphia in 1756 as
an apprentice to his uncle, William Dunlap, who was a printer and
bookseller. John took over the business in 1766.

e He published newspapers, broadsides, books, and other materials.

e In 1776, John was contracted by the Continental Congress to make
the first public printing of the Declaration of Independence. He
received the handwritten copy of the Declaration in the evening of
July 4 and worked through the night to produce several hundred
copies. These copies are called the Dunlap Broadsides. A broadside
is single sheet flyer or poster used as a form of public
announcement.

e Dunlap Broadsides were distributed to officials throughout the
colonies. They were used for public readings of the Declaration on
July 8, 1776.

e During the war, John served in the
First City Troop and fought at the
battles of Trenton and Princeton. He
was also one of the main printers for
Congress.

e In 1787 he was hired by the
Constitutional Convention to publish
the first printings of the U.S.
Constitution.
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B Benjamin Towne and the Pennsylvania Evening Post

e Benjamin Towne’s print shop was located on Front Street near the
intersection with High Street (or Market Street today).

e« The Pennsylvania Evening Post was a newspaper that ran from 1775 to
1784. It was printed three times a week. In 1783, Benjamin began
printing the newspaper every day making it the first daily newspaper
in the United States.

e It was the first newspaper to publish the Declaration of Independence
on July 6, 1776.

e« The Pennsylvania Evening Post published materials in support of the
American Revolution.

e The British occupied Philadelphia from November 1777 through June
1778. Benjamin was one of the few printers who remained in the city.
However, the paper changed sides to support the British.

o After the British left Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Supreme Executive
Council charged Benjamin with treason. Since he was one of the only
printers left in the city, he was also chosen to print the same list of
traitors that he was on. The charge was later dropped.
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B Mary Katharine Goddard

Mary Goddard was born in Connecticut in 1738. In 1762, her younger
brother, William, started a printing press and newspaper in
Providence, Rhode Island. He soon left it to his mother and sister to
run while he traveled.

In 1770 Mary followed her brother to Philadelphia and then Baltimore.
He would start a printing press, and then she would run it.

In 1774 Mary and William Goddard started the newspapers the
Maryland Journal and the Baltimore Advertiser.

William left (again) in 1775. On May 10, 1775, Mary took full credit as
publisher by printing her own name.

In 1775 Mary also became the first woman postmaster in the colonies.
In this role she was often one of the first people in Baltimore to hear
important news, like the report of the Battle of Lexington and
Concord. This was important for her newspapers.

In 1777, Congress hired Mary to produce the first printing of the
Declaration of Independence that included all the names of the
signers. This is now called the Goddard Broadside.

Mary ran the press, its publications, and a bookshop until 1784.

She continued as postmaster for Baltimore until 17789 when the new
federal government decided the role was unsuitable for a woman. She

then ran her own bookshop in Baltimore until her death in 1816.

Mary enslaved a woman named Belinda Starling. Mary freed Belinda
upon her death and left Belinda all her property.
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B William J. Stone

After the War of 1812 and the burning of Washington, D.C., there was a
renewed feeling of patriotism in the country. This was nearly 50 years
after the signing of the Declaration. Many of the signers had died. The
original Declaration was fading and becoming fragile. There was a desire
to make reproductions of the Declaration available. Several printers
published their own decorative printings of the Declaration to capitalize
on these feelings.

In 1820 Secretary of State John Quincy Adams decided there needed to
be an official reproduction made. He hired William Stone, an engraver in
Washington, to make a replica of the original handwritten text and
sighatures.

William was born in London in 1798 and came to the US in 1804. He
started his workshop in Washington in 1815 and received many
commissions from the federal government.

It took William three years to create his engraving. It closely reproduced
the original handwriting. No one is sure how he did it.

The State Department used William’s engraving to print 200 copies on
parchment (animal skin). The original Declaration was also written on
parchment.

These copies were given to the three surviving signers of the
Declaration (Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Charles Carroll),
current and former presidents, the Marquis de Lafayette, Congress, the
Supreme Court, several government departments, state governors, state
legislatures, and universities and colleges.
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IMAGE CREDI'T'S

The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and
Photographs: Print Collection, The New York Public
Library. "John Nixon reading the Declaration of
Independence to the people in front of the State House
immediately after its passage.” New York Public Library
Digital Collections.

British Burning Washington

Paul M. Rapin de Thoyras, 1816

from The History of England, from the
Earliest Periods, Volume 1

Wikimedia Commons

Newspaper clipping of Royal Coat of
Arms for King George lll

In John Brown’s Receipt Book 2, page 19
American Philosophical Society

Daniel Chodowiecki 1770

from 62 bisher unverdffentlichte
Handzeichnungen zu dem

Elementarwerk von Johann Bernhard
Basedow.

Wikimedia Commons

The Pennsylvania Evening Post, July 14,
1778

Issue 504

Benjamin Towne, 1778

Pennsylvania State Library

The Goddard Broadside
Mary Katherine Goddard, 1777
Library of Congress, Digital Collections




AMERICAN

PHILOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY

"T’he American Philosophical Society, the oldest learned society in the United
States, was founded in 1743 by Benjamin Franklin for the purpose of “promoting
useful knowledge.” In the 21st century we sustain this mission in three principal
ways. We honor and engage leading scholars, scientists, and professionals through
elected membership and opportunities for interdisciplinary, intellectual fellowship,
particularly in our semi-annual Meetings. We support research and discovery
through grants and fellowships, lectures, publications, prizes, exhibitions, and
public education. We serve scholars through a research library of manuscripts and
other collections internationally recognized for their enduring historic value. The
American Philosophical Society’s current activities reflect the founder’s spirit of
inquiry, provide a forum for the free exchange of ideas, and convey our conviction
that intellectual inquiry and critical thought are inherently in the best interest of
the public.
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