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13 — 14 July 2026 * London

The Next 250: The Future of Democracy, Science, and Markets

SUNDAY =* 12 JULY 2026
The Royal Society, 6-9 Carlton House Terrace, SW1Y 5AG

5:00PM

Welcome reception for APS Members and Guests

MONDAY x 13 JULY 2026
The Royal Society, 6-9 Carlton House Terrace, SW1Y 5AG

09:00AM Registration (tea and coffee)
Welcome & Introduction

10:00AM Delivered by Mark Walport FRS (Foreign Secretary and Vice President, the Royal
Society) and France Cordova (APS 2022, President, Science Philanthropy Alliance)
Surprising Futures

10:10AM Featuring Saul Perlmutter (APS 2014, University of California, Berkeley) and France
Cdérdova (APS 2022, President, Science Philanthrophy Alliance)
The Future of Science pt. 1

10°50AM Featuring Joyce Chaplin (APS 2020, Harvard University), David Edgerton (King’s

' College London), and Martin Rees FRS (APS 1993, University of Cambridge), chaired by

Mark Walport FRS (Foreign Secretary and Vice President, the Royal Society)

12:00PM Lunch

1:00PM Induction of New APS Members
Science, Technology, and the Future of Governance
Featuring Alondra Nelson (APS 2020, Institute for Advanced Study), David Willetts FRS

1:30PM (President of the Resolution Foundation, UK), and Harvey Fineberg (APS 2013, Harvard
T.H. Chan School of Public Health, ermeritus), chaired by David Oxtoby (APS 2020,
President emeritus, American Academy of Arts and Sciences)

2:40PM Break (Tea and coffee)
Science, Technology, and the Future of Human health and happiness
Featuring Diane Coyle FAcSS (University of Cambridge) and Partha Dasgupta FRS

3:00PM (APS 2005, University of Cambridge, emeritus), Nicholas Stern FRS (APS 2015, Chair of
the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment), moderated by
Patrick Spero (APS 2019, CEO, American Philosophical Society)

4:10PM Break (Tea and coffee)
Lecture: The World at 2276, pt. 1

4:30PM Featuring Geraldine Brooks (APS 2024, 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction) and Thomas W.

Wolf (APS 2024, former Governor of Pennsylvania)
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Wrap Up — Day One

5:30PM Mark Walport FRS, Foreign Secretary and Vice President, the Royal Society
5:35PM Reception

Dinner
6:30PM Awarding of the Magellanic Premium of the American Philosophical Society to Mark

Thiemens FRS (University of California, San Diego), Awarded by Roger Bagnall (APS
2001), President, American Philosophical Society)

TUESDAY =* 14 July 2026
The Royal Society, 6-9 Carlton House Terrace, SW1Y 5AG

9:00AM Tea and coffee

9:00AM Archive visit for APS Members and Guests

10:15AM Welcome — Day 2
Mark Walport FRS, Foreign Secretary and Vice President, the Royal Society

10:20AM Lecture: The World at 2276, pt. 2
Featuring Nils Gilman (Berggruen Institute), in conversation with Martine Rothblatt (APS
2008), United Therapeutics Corporation, and Patrick Spero (APS 2019), CEO, American
Philosophical Society

11:20AM Break

11:40AM The Future of World Geopolitics (Inspired by Gibbon)
Featuring Simon Fraser GCMG (Chair of Chatham House), Margaret MacMillan FBA
(University of Oxford, emerita), and Andrew Haldane FRS (University of Sheffield),
chaired by Julie Maxton (CEO, The Royal Society)

1:00PM Lunch

2:00PM Induction of New APS Members

2:30PM The Future of Science pt. 2
Featuring Monica Dus (University of Michigan), William Sutherland FRS (APS 2025,
University of Cambridge) Rama Elluru (Special Competitive Studies Project), chaired by
Alison Noble FRS (Foreign Secretary and Vice President, the Royal Society)

3:40PM Break

4:00PM Looking Outward, Space 2276
Featuring David Parker FRAeS (University of Southhampton) and David Willetts FRS
(President of the Resolution Foundation)

5:00PM Wrap up and closing remarks
Mark Walport FRS (Foreign Secretary and Vice President, the Royal Society) and France
Cérdova (APS 2022, President, Science Philanthropy Alliance)

5:20PM Event Close

5:30PM Closing reception at Sofitel London St James
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