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Center for Digital Scholarship Newsletter
The Center for Digital Scholarship (CDS) promotes access to the collections of the
American Philosophical Society through innovative digital humanities projects, a robust
digitization program, and experimentation with new modes of digital discovery.  The CDS
is a highly collaborative department that explores what digital scholarship means in a
small, independent research library. We partner with educators, scholars, institutions, and
students from across the United States and beyond.  

Welcome to the inaugural Center for Digital Scholarship newsletter–a quarterly offering of
all things digital at the American Philosophical Society Library & Museum. Each newsletter
will feature the work of CDS staff, Digital Humanities Fellows, and provide updates on all
the Center has to offer. 
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Meet the Team

From Left to Right:
Bayard L. Miller - Associate Director of Research, Engagement, & Technology 
Sabrina Bocanegra - Assistant Head of Digitization and Digital Access
David Ragnar Nelson - Digital Projects Specialist
Kat Antonelli - Martine A. and Bina Aspen Rothblatt Digital Archivist 

The Revolutionary City
Uncovering Hidden Stories from Philadelphia’s Revolutionary Past

In anticipation of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, the Center for
Digital Scholarship developed The Revolutionary City: A Portal to the Nation’s Founding–a
one-stop-shop for students, educators, and scholars, to access diverse stories of the
American Revolution from the perspective of early residents of America’s revolutionary
city, Philadelphia. This project unites manuscript collections from the APS, the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania, and the Library Company of Philadelphia, and tells the story of the
American Revolution as it unfolded in Philadelphia. By forefronting the voices of those
traditionally marginalized from the historic record, this resource provides a more complete
and inclusive picture of the Revolution. 

The Revolutionary City
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Over the next two years, the CDS will expand the project to include material from new
partners, develop innovative discovery tools and teacher resources, and plan a series of
programs aimed at engaging a diverse range of audiences in a conversation about
Philadelphia’s unique role in the American Revolution. 

Learn more about the project here.

Transcribing the
Revolutionary City

Join the APS as we transcribe the stories
of Philadelphians during the American
Revolution. These documents are already
digitized, and available for viewing on The
Revolutionary City: A Portal to the
Nation’s Founding, but they still need to
be transcribed!

These events will occur throughout 2024.
The next event is February 28th. Register
to attend here.

Recent Projects

Visualizing Women in Science
The Center for Digital Scholarship (CDS) is pleased to announce the launch of Visualizing
Women in Science. This project provides a new means of exploring the collections of
women scientists at the American Philosophical Society. The result of more than four years
of research, Visualizing Women in Science aggregates connections between women
scientists in the 20th century and provides a visual interface for exploring them.

Learn more about this project here.
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The Franklins' Shop Books, 1730-1748

The Franklins’ Shop Books, 1730-1748, is
a new tool to explore Benjamin Franklin's
history. The Franklins' Philadelphia
Ledgers Project digitized and transcribed
the Franklins' valuable account books.
Now, for the first time, this database
provides a single point of access to the
Franklins' ledgers. 

This project provides a series of short,
contextual essays about these accounts as
well as a searchable database for further
exploration and discovery.

Open Data Iniative

Through the Center for Digital Scholarship’s Open Data Initiative, the CDS fosters use and
reuse of high-quality historical data. Under this initiative, the CDS works to digitize,
transcribe and make historic datasets available in machine-readable, open access formats.
All data are released under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license, and anyone is free
to review, distribute, or use the data. These datasets can be used in college DH classes, as
sample data for DH training programs, and for historical research. To access the currently
available datasets, visit our GitHub.

The current focus of the ODI, the North American Climate History project, has been
awarded a Digital Humanities Advancement Grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. In partnership with the Center for Digital Editing at the University of Virginia
and the Papers of Thomas Jefferson at Princeton University, the CDS will develop a
federated resource for aggregating and facilitating access to historic meteorological records
from 18th and early 19th century North America.

With the funds provided by the grant, the CDS will work to:
(1) Provide a user interface to display and query the historic datasets
(2) Transcribe additional climate records held by the APS, and
(3) Build new partnerships with institutions that can contribute transcribed records to the
resource.

Born Digital Access
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The CDS is proud to introduce APS' first
Born Digital Access Station, available in
the Reading Room. The Born Digital
Access Station is configured to provide a
convenient and secure point of access to
processed born digital materials, including
email collections via the ePADD software
interface. Researchers may also request to
view select unprocessed materials with the
assistance of the Digital Archivist.

Please indicate in your Reading Room
appointment request whether you are
interested in viewing any born digital
material listed in our finding aids.

We're Hiring!

Want to join the team at the CDS? We are currently looking for the inaugural MarBina
Rothblatt Assistant Digital Archivist. This position will work with the Martine A. and Bina
Aspen Rothblatt Digital Archivist to ensure the organization, access, and long-term
preservation of APS Library & Museum born-digital content.

Click here to learn more and apply!

Featured Digital Humanities Fellow

Each year, the Center hosts short-term
Digital Humanities Fellows. These
opportunities are open to scholars who are
comfortable creating tools and
visualizations, as well as those interested
in working collaboratively with Center for
Digital Scholarship staff.

Charlotte Leib joined us this month to
begin a two-month Digital Humanities
Fellowship. She comes to us from Yale
University's History Department, where
she is completing a dissertation focused
on the entwined biocultural, energetic,
and intellectual developments that shaped
the area now known as the New Jersey
Meadowlands.

https://apply.interfolio.com/139615
https://history.yale.edu/people/charlotte-leib


With the Center for Digital Scholarship staff she is currently developing an interactive,
geospatial portal that will allow users to better understand conceptions of and
transformations to the former meadow landscapes of the Northeastern Atlantic Seaboard,
particularly as these landscapes changed during the transition from an organic, pre-
industrial to fossil-fuel economy. Among other elements, the portal will feature stories
about particular plant species like Spartina (saltmeadow cordgrass), Juncus (black grass),
and Zizania (wild rice) and their changing use values in this transition, and footage from
the forthcoming documentary film project Chemical Meadows by artist Nate Dorr.

Blogs from the CDS Staff

Florence Sabin and Gertrude Stein: Who Counts as a Scientist? - David
Nelson
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RevolutionaryPHL: Filling In the Gaps from the Revolutionary Era -
Jessica Hutchison

We have a wonderful collection of recordings from past CDS programs. These include:

October 18th, 2023 - The Franklins’ Shop Books, 1730-1748 -- A Virtual Discussion with
the APS's Center for Digital Scholarship

March 3, 2023 - The Launch event for the "Visualizing Women in Science", a new digital
resourced produced by CDS.

You can also browse or subscribe to our YouTube channel.

Recent Programming

Join the APS Mailing List
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