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The Challenge
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Catherine Haines Receipt Book Wyck Association Collection, Mss.Ms.Coll 52 Series 3, Box 
87, folder 2 (APS)



Archival Collections
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Archival Collections as They Exist Today:
1. Finding Aids
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Archival Collections as They Exist Today:
2.  Processing Decisions
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Archival Collections as They Exist Today:
3. Dispersed Collections

American Philosophical Society 
Library

● Different dates of acquisition
● Different decisions about processing
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Creating The Revolutionary City
1. Metadata
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*METADATA = CONTEXT*

Metadata should…
➢ Conform to community-based standards
➢ Be appropriate to the materials being described and the needs of users
➢ Support interoperability



Creating The Revolutionary City
2. Stakeholders
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Overlooked narratives of the American Revolution identified by 
Stakeholder Team, 2020

QUESTION:
What are some narratives 
about Philadelphia during 
the American Revolution 
that you would like to 
teach, interpret or 
research?



Creating The Revolutionary City
3. Enhancement
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EXISTING metadata

ENHANCED metadata



Concluding Thoughts
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“In terms of the work of the stakeholders, what was at times the 
most frustrating part of the process in the beginning became 
what I valued the most in the end: the multiplicity of voices from 
different parts of the educational and museum communities who 
were involved … But I came to understand that a multi-use portal 
that served a broad and diverse constituency needed the input of 
all parties to function properly, and that the needs of the 
different groups and individuals varied widely.” 

- Revolutionary City Stakeholder


