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I. Introduction and Open Access Policy Statement  
The American Philosophical Society (“APS”) is committed to expanding access to the 

APS’s significant holdings of primary and secondary materials that are currently available in 
hard copy only, and that would otherwise require onsite use only, and to creating and preserving 
digital, archival copies of fragile print resources by encouraging the use of digital copies of these 
items.  The APS is also sensitive to the fact that some of its holdings are subject to the rights of 
others including copyright, privacy rights, rights of publicity, the rights of Native Peoples, as 
well as donor and lender restrictions, and other third party obligations.  It is the objective of the 
APS to provide open access to its holdings where possible and to encourage the creation of 
scholarly works and publication, while respecting copyright law and third party rights, in 
furtherance of its charitable and educational purposes and in compliance with its obligations as a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization.  

Through the generosity of donors and in accordance with our mission, where possible, 
the APS has identified and digitized certain of its holdings that it, in good faith, believes are in 
the public domain (“Open Access Materials”) and that the APS makes available to you for your 
limited non-commercial, educational, and scholarly use only as further described below.  

While we strive to ensure that Open Access Materials are in the public domain, we 
cannot and do not warrant or represent that all Open Access Materials are in the public domain 
or free from third party rights, including, without limitation, copyright, privacy rights, rights of 
publicity, the rights of Native Peoples, and other restrictions.  It is your responsibility to 
understand whether Open Access Materials are in the public domain and to obtain all appropriate 
permissions and clearances prior to making use. 

This APS Open Access Policy (“Open Access Policy”) governs your use of Open Access 
Materials and is subject to the APS Terms of Use (the “Terms of Use”), which Terms of Use 
apply to all text, images, trademarks, data, audio files, video files, software, documentation, 
metadata and other information that is the property of the APS or its licensors.  We may update 
this Open Access Policy from time to time and when we do we will also update the Effective 
Date shown above.  By accessing, copying, distributing, downloading, printing, or otherwise 
using Open Access Materials, whether retrieved directly from the APS website or from other 
sites or mechanisms, you agree to comply with this Open Access Policy and the Terms of Use 
that are currently in effect.  

 



 

II. Authorized Uses 
You agree that you will limit your use of Open Access Materials to non-commercial, 

scholarly, educational, personal use, or fair use as defined under United States copyright law, and 
that you will not violate the APS’s or any other party’s proprietary rights in the Open Access 
Materials.  You further agree that you will conform your use to the terms of any licenses or 
restrictions that may apply to Open Access Materials, including, without limitation this Open 
Access Policy and the Terms of Use.  

You may not create a derivative work from Open Access Materials, or sell or license 
Open Access Materials, without written permission from the APS. 

Any commercial use of Open Access Materials is ​expressly prohibited​​ without written 
permission from the APS and may be subject to payment of a fee to the APS.  To request 
permission, please contact reference@amphilsoc.org.  The APS reserves the right to refuse a 
request for commercial use of Open Access Materials for any reason at its sole discretion. 

III. Proprietary Rights 
The APS or the applicable third party retains all rights, including but not limited to 

copyright, in Open Access Materials.  Copyright and other proprietary rights may be held by 
individuals or entities other than, or in addition to the APS, or may be subject to other licensing 
terms and agreements between the APS and third parties. 

IV. Disclaimer 
The APS makes no representations or warranties of any kind regarding whether Open 

Access Materials are in the public domain or free from other third party rights and restrictions. 
All Open Access Materials are provided “as is.”  It is your responsibility to determine if any 
Open Access Materials are subject to copyright or any other third party rights or restrictions.  

V. Crediting Open Access Materials by APS  
Except as expressly set forth by the APS herein, in the Terms of Use, or in the APS 

digital library, you may not use Open Access Materials in a way that implies any endorsement of 
your publication or project by the APS, or use the APS trademarks without permission.  You 
may not remove any proprietary notices from Open Access Materials or the metadata pertaining 
to Open Access Materials, including attribution information, credits, and copyright or trademark 
notices that have been placed on Open Access Materials.  All use of Open Access Materials must 
include any citation information as may be indicated on the APS digital library and at a 
minimum attribute the APS as: American Philosophical Society.  

 

VI. Takedown Policy 

 



The APS, through its Open Access Policy, is committed to making materials of historic 
value openly available in the digital library. While the APS strives to ensure that Open Access 
Materials are in the public domain, in some cases the copyright status to material is ambiguous. 
Therefore, the APS cannot and does not warrant or represent that all Open Access Materials are 
in the public domain or free from third party rights, including, without limitation: copyright, 
privacy rights, rights of publicity, the rights of Native Peoples, and other restrictions. Parties with 
reason to believe that material in the digital library infringes upon any of the above stated rights, 
and should therefore not be made publicly available online, should contact the APS at 
reference@amphilsoc.org. Upon receiving the request, the APS will remove the material from 
public view until the request is resolved.  

When requesting material to be taken down be sure to include: 

● Your contact information 
● The full URL link to the digital material in question 
● Your reason for the request 
● An explanation of any claims to the rights of the material 

 

VII. Courtesy Copies  

The APS would appreciate receiving a courtesy copy of your scholarly or educational use of 
any Open Access Materials.  Please send digital or print copies to reference@amphilsoc.org.  

 

 

 

 


