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CLASS I:  MATHEMATICAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Resident Members

Vinton G. Cerf,

Vice President, Chief Internet Evangelist, Google
John L. Hennessy,

President, Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, Stanford University
Roald Zinnurovich Sagdeev,

Director, East-West Center for Space Science, Distinguished University Professor of Physics, University of Maryland
Peter Sarnak,

Eugene Higgins Professor of Mathematics, Princeton University
Susan Solomon,

Senior Scientist, Chemical Sciences Division, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
International Member

Alan Fersht,

Herchel Smith Professor of Organic Chemistry, Director, MRC Centre for Protein Engineering, University of Cambridge
CLASS II:  BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Resident Members

David Botstein,

Director, Lewis-Sigler Institute for Integrative Genomics; Anthony Evnin Professor of Genomics, Princeton University
Gretchen C. Daily,

Professor of Biological Sciences, Senior Fellow, Woods Institute for the Environment, Director, Interdisciplinary Graduate Program in Environment and Resources, Director, Center for Conservation Biology, and Chair, The Natural Capital Project, Stanford University
Roger D. Kornberg,

Winzer Professor in Medicine, Department of Structural Biology, Stanford University School of Medicine
Randy Wayne Schekman,

Professor, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology, Chair, Chancellor's Advisory Committee on Biology, University of California, Berkeley; Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Irving L. Weissman,

Professor of Pathology, Professor of Developmental Biology, Director, Stem Cell Institute, Stanford University
International Member

Jan-Åke Gustafsson,

Professor of Medical Nutrition, Chairman, Department of Medical Nutrition, Director, Center for Biotechnology,  Karolinska Institute
CLASS III:  SOCIAL SCIENCES

Resident Members

Lawrence D. Bobo,

W.E.B. Du Bois Professor of the Social Sciences, Harvard University

James J. Heckman,

Henry Schultz Distinguished Service Professor of Economics, University of Chicago
James L. McClelland,

Professor of Psychology, Stanford University
Susan Naquin,

Professor, Department of History, Department of East Asian Studies, Director, Chinese Rare Books Project, Princeton University
Ian Shapiro,

Henry R. Luce Director, Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies, Sterling Professor of Political Science, Yale University
Claude Steele,

Lucy Stern Professor in the Social Sciences, Director, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Professor of Psychology, Stanford University
International Members

Jorge G. Castañeda,

Global Distinguished Professor of Politics and Latin American and Caribbean Studies, New York University
Menahem E. Yaari,

President, Israel Academy of Science; Professor Emeritus, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
CLASS IV:  HUMANITIES

Resident Members

Ronald Dworkin,

Professor of Law, Professor of Philosophy, Frank Henry Sommer Professor of Law, New York University; Bentham Professor of Jurisprudence, University College, London
Philip Gossett,

Robert W. Reneker Distinguished Service Professor of Music, University of Chicago
Joseph Leo Koerner,

Professor of History of Art and Architecture, Director of Undergraduate Studies, Harvard University
Joyce Marcus,

Robert L. Carneiro Distinguished University Professor, Professor of Anthropology, Curator of Latin American Archaeology, University of Michigan
Francesca Rochberg,

Catherine and William Magitretti Distinguished Professor of Near Eastern Studies, University of California, Berkeley
Michael Silverstein,

Charles F. Grey Distinguished Service Professor of Anthropology, Linguistics, Psychology, and Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, University of Chicago
International Member

Christiane Klapisch-Zuber,

Former Director of Studies, Centre de Recherches Historiques, l’École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales
CLASS 5:  THE ARTS, PROFESSIONS, LEADERS IN PUBLIC & PRIVATE AFFAIRS

Resident Members

Albert A. Gore, Jr.,

Environmental activist, former Vice President of the United States
Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot,

Emily Hargroves Fisher Professor of Education, Harvard University
Mark Morris,

Founder and director, Mark Morris Dance Group
David Remnick,

Editor, The New Yorker
Martine Rothblatt,

Founder, Chairman and CEO, United Therapeutics
Martin Scorsese,

Filmmaker
John Paul Stevens,

Associate Justice, United States Supreme Court
Charles M. Vest,

President, National Academy of Engineering; President Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
International Members

Nadine Gordimer,

Novelist and short story writer
Itamar Rabinovich,

Former Israeli Ambassador to the United States;  incumbent, Yona and Dina Ettinger Chair and Professor in Contemporary History of the Middle East, Tel Aviv University
Helen Suzman,

Stateswoman and anti-apartheid activist; Founder, Helen Suzman Foundation

About the American Philosophical Society

The American Philosophical Society, the oldest learned society in the United States, was founded in 1743 by Benjamin Franklin for the purpose of “promoting useful knowledge.”  In the 21st century we sustain this mission in three principal ways.  We honor and engage leading scholars, scientists and professionals through elected membership and opportunities for multidisciplinary, intellectual fellowship, particularly in our semi-annual meetings.  We support research, discovery and education through grants and fellowships, lectures, publications, prizes and exhibitions.  We serve scholars through a research library of manuscripts and other collections internationally recognized for their enduring historic value.  The American Philosophical Society’s current activities reflect the founder’s spirit of inquiry, provide a forum for the free exchange of ideas, and convey our conviction that intellectual inquiry and critical thought are inherently in the best interest of the public.

Early members included George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, James Madison, and John Marshall.  In the nineteenth century, John James Audubon, Robert Fulton, Charles Darwin, Thomas Edison, and Louis Pasteur were among those elected.  Albert Einstein, Robert Frost, and George Marshall hint at the scientific, humanistic, and public accomplishments of twentieth-century members.  The first woman was elected in 1789 - the Russian Princess Dashkova, president of the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg.  

Today the Society has 975 elected members, 809 resident members and 166 international members from more than two dozen foreign countries.   Since 1900, more than 260 members have received the Nobel Prize.  

CONTACT:  Nora Monroe, Director of Membership & Prizes nmonroe@amphilsoc.org 215-440-3430

